
                            
 
 
 

ALICE ET LE MAIRE wins Europa Cinemas Cannes Label 
 

 
Cannes, May 23 2019 

ALICE ET LE MAIRE (Alice and the Mayor), directed by French director Nicolas Pariser, has won the 
Europa Cinemas Label as Best European film in the Directors’ Fortnight section, it was announced 
today by a jury of four exhibitors from the Network. 2019 marks the seventeenth time the Label 
has been awarded in Cannes. 

ALICE ET LE MAIRE (Alice and the Mayor) will now receive the support of the Europa Cinemas 
Network, with additional promotion and incentives for exhibitors to extend the film’s run on 
screen.  

The jury issued the following statement: “First of all, congratulations to the Quinzaine for the 
consistently excellent standard of the selection this year. Despite this, our selection of ALICE ET LE 
MAIRE (Alice and the Mayor) was a unanimous one. This is a very well-made film – beautifully 
written, clear, concise and intellectually stimulating without being at all pretentious. It is a timely 
and very relevant look at the direction of European policies and politics – but never dry or didactic. 
The performances are very strong, although this is not in any sense a star vehicle for its leading 
actors, brilliant though they are. The film comes first. We believe strongly that this film will have 
wide appeal across the Europa Cinemas Network, and can spark lively debate among our cinema-
goers.” 

Sold internationally by Bac Films, ALICE ET LE MAIRE (Alice and the Mayor) is a Bizibi production. 
 
The direction and script is by Nicolas Pariser, Image by Sébastien Buchmann, sound by Daniel 
Sobrino, set decoration by Wouter Zoon, editing by Christel Dewynter, with music by Benjamin 
Esdraffo. 
 
The cast includes Anaïs Demoustier, Antoine Reinartz, Fabrice Luchini, Léonie Simaga and Nora 
Hamzawi. 
 
Paul Théraneau, the mayor of Lyon, is in existential crisis. After 30 years in politics, he feels totally 
empty and devoid of ideas. As a fix for this problem, his aides bring a brilliant young philosopher, 
Alice Heimann, into his inner circle. A dialogue develops between Alice and the mayor and the two 
become closer, which calls into question everything they were most sure of. 
Gradually, the inevitable question arises: are philosophy and political necessity compatible? 
 
Nicolas Pariser was born in Paris in 1974. In 2000, after studying law, philosophy, art history and 
cinema, he has become a film critic for the magazine Sofa and subsequently worked with Pierre 
Rissient for four years. Between 2008 and 2013, he made three short films. In 2015, his first 



feature film, THE GREAT GAME won the Louis Delluc prize for a first feature. ALICE AND THE 
MAYOR is his second feature. 
 
The Cannes Europa Cinemas Label Jury this year comprised Monika Inčerytė (Kauno kino centras 
“Romuva”, Kaunas, Lithuania); Denis Lecat (Cinéma Le Relais, Saint Georges de Didonne, France); 
Christos Ringas (Athinea, Athens, Greece) and Jelena Vojvoda (Kino Samobor, Samobor, Croatia). 

The Label is also awarded in Berlin, Venice, Karlovy Vary, and will be awarded for the seventh time 
this year at Locarno. Recipients of the Label honoured at Cannes in the past include: A CIAMBRA, 
MUSTANG, 12H08 A L’EST DE BUCAREST, LA PIVELLINA, LE QUATTRO VOLTE, LE REPENTI, THE 
SELFISH GIANT, LES COMBATTANTS, MERCENAIRE and TROPPA GRAZIA in 2018. 

Europa Cinemas in 2019:  
43 countries / 724 cities / 1,194 cinemas / 2,990 screens 

Europa Cinemas is supported by Creative Europe/MEDIA, Programme of the European Union 
(Brussels), CNC (France), Eurimages (Council of Europe, Strasbourg), FFA (Germany),  

Institut Français (Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs, France) 
 

Press Enquiries: Charles McDonald 
charles@charlesmcdonald.co.uk   +44 7785 246 377 

 
Europa Cinemas – Contact 

In Cannes: Creative Europe/MEDIA booth, Pavillon 118, Village International, Riviera 

Fatima Djoumer, Head of International Relations, fdjoumer@europa-cinemas.org 
+ 33 (0) 1 42 71 53 70 www.europa-cinemas.org 
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