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Youth by Paolo Sorrentino © Gianni Fiorito

EDITORIAL

EDITORIAL

Admissions for European films in the Europa Cinemas network jumped by almost  
3 million to a record-breaking 38 million in 2015. That success among close to 1,000 
cinemas in the network made a huge contribution to an overall rise of 7% in the box 
office for European film. It is testimony to the commitment of the network, in which  
6 out of 10 films were devoted to European productions. Europa Cinemas is proving 
again how essential its success is to films and film-makers across the network theatres. 
Youth, La Famille Bélier, The Theory of Everything, Amy, Timbuktu, 45 Years, Mia 
Madre, The Brand New Testament (not forgetting The Lobster and Mustang) topped 
the European box office which took €227 million in 2015.

Among the most remarkable stories of 2015 is the 
progress of cinema screenings in central and eastern 
European countries, such as Romania and Bulgaria. 
These countries have taken advantage of our new 
measures to support mobile cinemas and multiplexes 
and have increased results for European films by more 
than 80% within a significantly enlarged network.

Such progress is the result of exhibitors adopting a 
robust approach to promoting films, with a particular 
focus on targeting young audiences and school 
children. Almost 7 out of 10 cinemas are now engaged 
in the wide variety of innovative activities which 
qualify for our financial support. 

In our November 2015 newsletter, we showcased  
26 cinemas "on the move", and in this edition, we 

Admissions for European films in the Europa  
Cinemas Network increased by a record 3 million 
in 2015 and made up 6 out of 10 of all screenings.

continue our European tour of the network’s most 
successful cinemas. 16 of these are proof that 
investment, innovation and attracting audiences 
are more than ever an asset of Europa Cinemas’ 
exhibitors and the key to successfully disseminating a 
wide variety of European films, and the Cannes Film 
Festival is a powerful showcase for this diversity. 

We wish the very best to the Dardennes, Loach, 
Almodóvar, Assayas, Refn, Mungiu and all their 
European colleagues whose work we are going to 
discover at this year’s Festival. And we look forward 
to introducing them to audiences in our 962 cinemas 
(2,320 screens) across 576 towns and cities in Europe.

A new generation taking the lead
More than 20 directors were featured in the annual 
Europa Cinemas list of most successful films for the 
first time. 
Three of those directors were under the age of 40: 
Alice Rohrwacher (aged 34), pulled in 161,000 
admissions in the network (92,000 in France) for her 
second feature film The Wonders.
Deniz Gamze Ergüven (38) won the Europa 
Cinemas Label at the Cannes Directors’ Fortnight  
for Mustang, which went on to register 274,000 
admissions, including 168,000 in France and 68,000 
in Italy. Finally, the Cannes 2015 European Jury 
Award winner, Son of Saul, by Hungarian director 
László Nemes (39) attracted 205,000 film lovers to 
network cinemas, including 51,000 in Hungary and 
37,000 in the Netherlands.  
Europa Cinemas members are optimistic that a 
new generation is preparing to take the place of the 
many forty-something filmmakers who have forged 
giant reputations among arthouse audiences, such as  
Asif Kapadia, Yorgos Lanthimos, Ruben Östlund, 
Maïwenn, Stéphane Brizé, Thomas Vinterberg, 
Alberto Rodríguez, Tomm Moore, Grímur 
Hákonarson and Emmanuelle Bercot. 

A strong year for auteurs in Hollywood
2015 was a strong year for US film, which accounted 
for 60% of screenings. Among the biggest successes 
in the network were American films that also attract 
audiences within the Europa Cinemas network, like 
Jurassic World, Star Wars: The Force Awakens 
and Fifty Shades of Grey (based on a book by a UK 
author).
Among the trends in 2015, American productions 
from foreign authors were a major success this year: 
Birdman (Alejandro González Iñárritu), Spectre 
(Sam Mendes) and The Imitation Game (Morten 
Tyldum) all exceeded 1 million admissions in Europa 

FACTS & FIGURES 2015

2015 was a strong year for members of Europa Cinemas, with the highest admissions 
for European films in the Network’s 25-year history.

In part, the increase is explained by the expansion of the network, which now 
comprises 2,320 screens in 30 MEDIA countries. That expansion itself is indicative 
of both the growing strength of European film and the importance of independent 
and arthouse cinemas in creating and sustaining that growth.

The impressive 2015 figures are also, promisingly, in line with a general upward 
trend. The European Audiovisual Observatory reported a 7.6% increase in 
admissions for European films across the Continent during the year.

Europa Cinemas’ analysis notes a number of key trends that emerged during 2015 
and offer reasons for optimism.
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